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CHARITABLE PURPOSES

e To create and maintain an accessible and
inclusive play space in an existing urban
pocket park.

e To facilitate and promote social interaction
through play and recreation for all
members of the community

e To ensure that Catherine Street Park is an
all-ability play and recreation green space




DESIGN PRINCIPLES

» Not every element needs to be accessible to every child or young person
» But every child or young person should be able to access the social experience of play/choices
» Designed so features of the play area support a range of types of play, behaviours and activity

Challenges:

» Shared use by those of different age ranges
» Some issues of vandalism and anti-social behaviour (open 24/7)

This has been mitigated by:

« CCTV
» Good partnership arrangement with community police/schools
* Youth Engagement




BRIEF CHRONOLOGY

e 2016 - working group formed led by parents of disabled children, local residents and partners
(to campaign for inclusive and accessible play spaces)

e Feb 2017 - D&G Council agreed to a £500k investment for 3 inclusive play parks in the region.
o Catherine Street Park was selected as the most appropriate site in Dumfries
e 2017-2018 neighbourhood, children and young people consultations

« Participatory appraisal approaches used - design workshops for fencing, gates, equipment and play
experiences.



CHRONOLOGY CONTINUED

e February 2018 - Include Us established and registered as a SCIO
e April 2018 - Asset Transfer from D&G Council to Include Us

« May 2018 - Appointed Landscape architect after a tendering process

e Include Us & Catherine Street Park - key case study in Play Scotland’s new publication: Free to Play:
A guide to creating accessible and inclusive public play spaces. (Launched at the Scottish Parliament
30th May 2018)

e June 2018 - gained planning permission for changes to the existing park.



CHRONOLOGY CONTINUED

o July 2018 - raised finances for purchase/installation of new play equipment/landscaping, office,
outside storytelling area, gardening tools and staffing

 July 2019 - appointed Development Manager. LANDSCAPE

INSTITUTE
AWARDS 2020
FINALIST

e December 2019 - appointed Community Gardener

e February 2020 - The park formally opened.

e July 2020 finalists in the Landscape Institute Awards - Excellence in Health and Wellbeing.

e 2023 - UNICEF case study of inclusive spaces (publication pending)



DESIGN CONSIDERATIONS

 Original site - small run down, local authority playpark, residential conservation area, Dumfries
town centre

o Aim - to make Catherine Street Play Park & Community Garden a welcoming, inclusive, accessible
green space for all, in the heart of the town

o Opportunities for naturally playful recreation and education.

 Enhance play value & biodiversity by planting additional trees in addition to the existing 25 mature
trees, site and to accommodate a range of informal play, leisure, cultural and educational activities.

« Accommodate a range of informal play, leisure, cultural and educational activities.
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e Circular pathway, grass areas,

flower beds, raised beds,
accessible seating, water play
feature, sand pit, play house,
wheelchair swing, swings, a
wheelchair roundabout and
trampoline, slack line,
climbing frame & sensory
play equipment.

Accessible and inclusive, a
place to play, relax and spend
enjoyable time together

Gathering places as informal
performance and educational
space.
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INGLUSIVE & AGGESSIBLE

o Gated entrance/accessible ramps
e Entrance to Changing Places Toilet in the Usual Place café
o Accessible paths and seating

e Inclusive play equipment and features §(
e Sensory & edible planting

e Storytelling/performance/learning shelter

e Free events and activities that ensure social inclusion







PARK PROJECTS & ACTIVITIES

e Lisa, our Development Manager will
now discuss how the day-today
activities in the park and working
with volunteers, trainees, and events
makes the park a continuing success.

e A community centre without walls



CATHERINE STREET INCLUSIVE PARK

Breaking barriers - building connections

Lisa Callander-Bone
Development Manager
Include Us
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EXPECTED USER GROUPS

e Nurseries & Childminders
e Schools

e Families - all abilities

o Care Services

e Children & young people







