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Today I’ll be talking about:

Introduction to Choose Play (ELPA)

Our experience of engaging and 
consulting directly with children - what we 
base our work on

Developing our own creative participatory 
practice

Recent work engaging with children for the 
Local Development Plan

Recent work engaging with disabled 
children for Play Sufficiency Assessments

A partnership approach 

Ensuring audience and influence

Sum up with key points

“What inspiring and 
thoughtful responses 
from our children. It has 
been a great process to 
be involved in.” 

Head teacher



Choose Play, East Lothian Play Association 
We are a local, county level play 
association, aiming to support a culture of 
play in East Lothian.

We work locally and connect nationally 
and internationally.

We delivery
• high quality play opportunities and 

events
• training
• consultancy and engagement
• campaigns.





Erasmus+ Loose 
Parts Play Project

“It transforms the 
playground before 
your eyes.”

https://www.loosepartsplayproject.eu/







Children Young Peoples 
Commissioner Scotland. 
Symbols Cards



The Lundy Model

•The Lundy model of Child Participation was established 
in 2014
•The model suggests that implementation of Article 12 of 
the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child 
(CRC) requires consideration of four inter-related 
concepts: Space, voice, Audience and Influence.
•Its implementation has generated a sea-change in 
global understanding of child rights-based participation 
for both policy and practice.



Child friendly 
information
Space – children and young people 
must be given safe and inclusive 
opportunities to form and express 
their views.



Local 
Development 
Plan 
consultation 
in East Lothian 

https://youtu.be/Fzx2w6Hv
mDs?si=Lp85yhl00zlRtEXP



Creative 
consultation 
Voice – children and young people must 
be facilitated to express their views.







Choose Play
East Lothian Council – Amenity Services, Education 
Department and Planning
Can Do 
Queen Margaret University 

Partnerships 



Silvia Veiga-Seijo, with 
Prof. Roger Hart & Prof. 
John McKendrick

Watch here the films:
www.youtube.com/@CreatingaPlayFriendlyCommunity



Article 12 – the right to have 
views given due weight.

Audience – the views must be listened 
to.

Influence – the views must be acted 
upon, as appropriate.



Key points

• Use creative methods to make 
consultation fun, playful and inclusive

• Work in partnership with colleagues 
and third sector organisations

• Ensure children’s views are 
presented to decision makers as well 
as within their communities and in 
child friendly formats to children 
themselves

• Act upon children’s views 
and share with children the ways their 
views are making a difference.


